MIGDAL
March 2016 /Adarll 5776

Content s
Page
2 From the Editor
3 Gerald (Gerry) Stoll
5 Notes from the President, Sara Tax
5 Holocaust Memorial Day
6 Northern Conference To Enjoy
7 Bench Unveiled in Memory of Leon Tax
7 Do we have your Latest Contact Details?
8 Jews and New York
10 Nepal Earthquake Recovery Help
12 The Invention of Hollywood
15 Burial Assistance Scheme
19 Chanukah Party 11 December 2015 and Unveiling of a Plaque to
Dr Len and Kate Capper
20 Allegri Misereri a poem
20 Chil dr enidlstf@réunn e r
21 Kosher Kookery Korneri Lentil Soup
22 Ask the Rabbiabout Passover
23 Talmud Logid
24 Mazel Tov
Back cover Synagogue Directory

The opinions expressed in MIGDAL are those of the contributors and do not
necessarily imply endorsement by the Editor, the Executive or Council.

To contact the Editor , Gillian Cantor, you may phone her on 01253
724472, email her on editor@brjc.org.uk or write to her at the Synagogue.
Contributions from readers are most welcome and will be considered for
publication. Anything for the next iss ue should reach the editor by

31 May 2016.

Blackpool Reform Jewish Congregation,Charity number 1148088
Company registered in England and Wales, number 08091243
Registered office: The Synagogue, 40 Raikes Parade, Blackpool, FY1 4EX


mailto:editor@brjc.org.uk

From the Editor

When we just had morning, midday and evening news bulletins, content
was less depressing. This century, with 24 hour news, not necessarily a bad
thing, it is hard to escape from reports of warring countries and climate
extremes and surely we therefore need to superimpose on those who wish
to destroy western values the more upbeat view that forces of good exist.

The floods not too far from our area have been part of the sad new s. We
must though be thankful for help from ISRA-AID (an Israeli charity) , who

came to help in any way they could, those affected being amazed that the
volunteers travelled thousands of mile to assist.

Of course equally, many in the UK help those adversely affected many
thousands of miles from us. Money was raised by members of our own
Congregation for Nepal, a country already poor and then so badly affected

by earthquakes and we were pleased to use the money specifically to help
volunteers who were willing to give their time to go out to help in Nepal.
Nearer to home, in the | ast i Mitgvare we
Day walk. This raised £105 for the homeless in Blackpod. Mazel tov!

Moving to a totally different type of
key role in a recent fundraiser for the Fed, which runs the Heathland Village

in Didsbury. A number of plucky Mancunians scaled the Big One and, at the

time of writi ng, raised £13,000. | was informed that both the feat had been
enjoyed and there was a bonus of a spectacular sunset Also in Blackpool

over 8,000 Scouts and Guides of all ages, Michael, Rachel,Sara, Elisha,

Gabrielle and Isabelle Tax included, came to Blackpoolo s Pl easur e B
part of the centenary celebration of Cubs in Scouting, and broke the record

forthe mostpeoplesi ngi ng Ltheysooageinhappy and

On a more serious note, we hear Bert Stillings has had a major operation

and Maurice Landsman is in great pain. We wish them both a speedy

recovery. We also learn that Karen Neiman is taking time to recover from a

major operation and hope she will now quickly get back to normal. On the
happier side we congr Rdchadl anther mirgagee n 6 s
last October, Jill Perkins on the birth of a new great -grandchild and Estelle
Ballan on the her ¢gCoagratuatonmsfosll. engageme

Finally | wish all readers chag sameachfor Purim and Pesach, which while
late this year will be upon us before we know it. We hope you will find this
|l ssue of iIinterest and we al ways wel co

Gillian Cantor, Editor



Gerald (Gerry) Stoll

Gerald Stoll, or Gerry as most of us called him, died on 17 November 2015

at the age of 80. He had been a stalwart and passionate member of our
Congregation, becoming one of its Trustees and at various times holding

the position of Warden, Vice President and President. He was over many

years a most knowledgeable and almost to the end a frequent lay reader.

Also on numerous occasionshe was a popular guide to the many parties of

school children who came to visit our Synagogue. On a good number of
Fridays and Saturda
booming voice could be heard

from all parts of the Synagogue.

Gerryobs other great
been Freemasonry. He had been a

wise and well-respected member

of the Brotherhood Lodge in the

Province of West Lancashire, rising

to become Master of the Lodge

and then a Provincial Officer.

Gerry was born to Lilly and Abraham Stoll, the youngest of three, in
London, on 7 August 1935. On leaving school, he was apprenticed to a
tailor and was the youngest ever to receive a City and Guilds medal for a
jacket he had made. He went on to gain th e London Knowledge and
become a taxi driver, until he and his wife, Rita, came to Blackpool to run a
guesthouse, and in his retirement worked, he continued work as a lollipop
man, to add to the many activities of his life.

Gerry had a strong sense of honour and right and wrong. He was also
fiercely loyal, loyal to his family, loyal to his friends and loyal to the values
he learned from his parents, which he passed on to his own family. He also
liked to tell anecdotes and jokes, be it that, more often than not, he forgot
to whom he had already told these.

Above all Gerry was a family man. He met Rita when they were both
working in a youth club, when little did they imagine that they would spend
the next 55 years of their life together. We offer our condolences to all the
family, to Rita, two daughters, Angela and llayne, four grandchildren,
Leigh-Anne, Chelsey, Liam and Mathew, and two great grandchildren, Lyra
and Winter. Gerry will be much missed.






Notes from the President, Sara Tax

Time for my third report for the Migd
something to write without repeating myself. Heaven help me if | ever get
to the 23"

At the time of writing this w e have just had a Chavurah Supper where we
presented Jeremy Mannino with the cheque that we were donating towards
his Nepal project. Jeremy gave us a brief overview of what he would be
doing with the money and volunteered to come back once he had been to
Nepal at the end of February. We have also had another Bagel Lunch
provided by Estelle Ballan to celebrate her birthday and a few of our
members attended the Holocaust Memorial Service in Preston.

We are now looking forward to getting drunk at Purim and e ating lots of

Mat zah at Pesach. | dondt know about
year, birds are tweeting (i f you can
been having) flowers are starting to pop up in the lawns around the parks

and, normally about now, the weather is getting warmer (and hopefully

drier). On top of that the Shul always looks its best with the sun shining

through the windows, which makes the services seem better too. Why

dondt you come and check o matweghte beau
through the windows?

Holocaust Memorial Day

For what we undeoftandeasobe, iBhackpo
arrange a Holocaust Memorial Day service this year, so many of us
attended Preston Counchurdhdsitiretitabkr est on
there were fewer attendees from our Synagogue and the St Annes

community than there had been in earlier years in Blackpool. The service

had t he theme A DomandtheSpgeakers Jemydalden d a
Chairman of Pr e sdawempessonkl dewishiperspective. m

Some may recall Jeremy participated in the Northern Community Day held

at our Synagogue on 1 November 2014.

While regrettably the Preston service did not include participation by

children and the service was a much more conventional one than

Bl ackpool 6s, it did include oospectve e | i
of such an awful episode of history.



Northern Conference  To Enjoy by Rachel Tax

We were lucky enough to be able to attend part of the weekend for the
MRJNorthern conference held in Sheffield in November of last year. Due to
the girls being fortunate enough to have a partial inset da y at school, which
allowed us an earlier set off, we arrived in Sheffield in good time. So on
arrival, after checking in, we were able to have coffee and mingle, whilst
the children went off and explored or took part in various activities.

A lovely Kabbalat Shabbatwas led by Rabbis EstherHugenholtz and Fabian
Sborovsky, full of song and music, which suited us beautifully. We then had

a communal Shabbat dinner getting acquainted with fellow congregants. To

finish off the evening, if we wished, we had a choice of several oneg

Shabbat sessionsandyes we chose t o gangotAgoyfil Rel a x
and happy end to the evening with many of the RSY youth involved in

teaching us some new, happy and fun tunes.

Shabbat morning again gave us a choice of services, including: (i) Classical
Reform with Rabbi Barbara Borts, and (ii) Reflective, spiritual & text based
service, with Ann Angel & student Rabbis Kath Vardi & Frankie Stubbs As
we do a traditional service and enjoy the singing, we chose a third
alternative: Creative musical family friendly service with Rabbi Laura
Janner-Klausner and David Hoffman. It was totally incl usive, at one point
there being no congregation, all being within sight of the Torah for its
readings.

The whole weekend was about inclusivity and each person was made to
feel welcome and special. We met up with a very good friend of mine , who
as children we met at a Northern conference in Blackpool. We shared
memories with her dad of the wonderful times we shared at the Queens
hotel and how conferences have evolved over the years. We talked of our
wishes to see the conference held once again in Blackpoolhopefully soon.

During the course of the weekend | was also able to speak with others

about their synagogues and how they approach more modern day issues.

The most interesting fact was that it seems that we are now the only

communi ty 1 n wehti cchf fweer deo n®ftr iyends mem
either unable to prove their heritage or who enjoy the Jewish traditions but

may not yet be ready to convert if ever) . This is something that | hope to

be able to rectify with further discussion before long. Is th is something you

may be interested in? Please let me know.

All'in all it was an extremely enjoy able couple of days and | implore all of
you, whatever your age, to experience a conference.
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Bench unveiled in memory of Leon Tax

The unveiling of a bench in memory of Leon Tax at Mowbreck Camp site
iIn Wesham was attended by a Iarge number of Blackpool Scouts as weII

as Liz, Sara, Rachel, Michael, s o S et
Elisha, Galrielle & Isabelle.

Jackie Heighton, Group Scout
leader of the 13th/16th
Blackpool Scout Group, de
scribed Leon as a very special
man who dedicated himself to
scouting, his family, business
community and his faith with in
the Jewish c¢comm®t
scouting life began some 60 years ago as a Wolf cub with the 16th
Blackpool, progressng through many role s to Honorary President of the
group. He was also involved as producer of the Blackpool Gang Show and
chairman of the Blackpool District Scout Council.

The bench was blessed and dedicated tothe life of Leon by Joan Swan,
Deputy District Commissioner and Scout Chaplain. There followed a

barbec ue | unch and shared happy memori e

looking through pictures and writing down memories in a book for a treas -

ured keepsake for his family. ThatsomanyofLeon 6s Scouti ng f

turned out showed the immediate and deep feeling for Leon and that he
will always be remembered fondly.

Do We Have Your Latest Contact Detalls?

Have you moved (fairly) recently, changed your telephone number, landline
or mobile, or had a new email address? Did you let the Treasurer know of
these details, so that we can update our records?

|l f you didndét or are not sure whet
the Treasurer have the information at an early opportunity by emailing him
on alan.cantor@btinternet.com , by leaving him a note in the Synagogue or
by phoning him on 01253 724472. Many thanks.

her


mailto:alan.cantor@btinternet.com

Jews and New York ! youleamn something new every day.

1. The first Jews to set foot in North America ar rived in New York as a
group of 23 in 1654.

2. Congregation Shearith Israel, founded in New York in 1654, was the
first synagogue in the colonies and sole purveyor of kosher meat until
1813.

3. By the late 19th century, there were over 5,000 kosher butcher s and
1,000 slaughterers in New York.

4. In 1902, the Beef Trust raised the price of kosher meat on the Lower
EastSi de from 12 to 18 cents per poun
proved ineffectual, 20,000 Lower East Side women stole meat from
kosher butcher shops and set it on fire on the streets in protest. The
Forward (a Jewish newspaper) supported their efforts, running the
headline #ABravo, Bravo, Bravo, Jewi s

5. On March 25, 1911, the Triangle Shirtwaist fire claimed the lives of 146
garment workers, the majority of whom were Jewish immigrants.
Reporting on the tragedy, the Forward wr ot e t hat o0t he di

great,toodr eadful , to be able to express
6. When entertainer Al Jolson came to New York City at age 14, he held
Jjobs in the circus and as a singing

career took off when he began performing in blackface.

7. In 1903, the Lower East Side Chinese and Jewish communities formed
an unlikely partnership when Chinese organisers put on a benefit for
Jewish victims of the Kishinev pogrom, raising $280.

8 . Il n 1930, there were over 80 pickl e
thriving Jewish pickle scene. The brine delights were brought to America
in the mid-19th century by German Jewish immigrants.

9. The egg cream is thought to have been invented by the Jewish owner
of a Brooklyn candy shop. Musician Lou Reed was an admirer of the
frothy drink.

10. From the beginning of the 20th century till the close of World War I,
t he Lower EasénueSvaskeodrsas thenYaddish Wheater
District, or the Jewish Rialto. It extended from 2nd Avenue to Avenue B,
and from 14th Street to Houston. Con
the Jewish Rialto was home to a variety of productions including
burlesque and vaudeville shows, as well as Shakespearean, Jewish and
classic plays, andall plays were in Yiddish.



11. The Je wrod popuRihaunttwasdhe Café Royal on Second
Avenue and 12th Street, where one could find performers such as Molly
Picon and Charlie Chaplin sharing blintzes.

12. Pushcarts were all the rage among Jewish vendors on the Lower East
Side from the turn of the century until 1940, when Mayor Fiorello
LaGuardia banned their use. Jewish pushcart operators sdd everything
from vegetables and cigars to stockings.

13. At Ramammey Stsak House on Chrystie and Delancey, every
table is provided with a bottle of chicken fa t as a condiment; resident
MC Dani Luv entertains diners with renditions of Jewish standards and
punchy Borsht Belt humour.

14. One of the first kosher Chinese restaurants in New York was Moshe
Peking, whose allChinese waiing staff wore yarmulkes.

15. The Second Avenue Deli opened in 1954 inthe then-fading Yiddish
Theatre District. It featured a Yiddish Walk of Fame on the sidewalk
outside its original location on Second Avenue and Tenth Street, and
served up such Jewish specialties as matzo ball soup and corned beef.
In 2007, it closed and reopened in Murray Hill.

16. Famed music club CBGB was opened in 1973 by Jewishdunder Hilly
Kristal.

17. Mayor La Guardia, who served for three terms from 1934 to 1945, was
born to a Jewish mother and descended from Rabbi Samuel David
Luzzatto, although practised as an Episcopalian.

18. The Jacob K. Javits Convention Center was namedin honour of the
Jewish U.S. senator, who served from 1957 to 1981.

19. Sig Kleinds Fat Mends Shop openec
and carried plus-sized clothes for men. Its sign featuredthe s | ogan: g
everyone was fat there would be no war. 0

20. Abraham Beame was the first practicing Jew to become mayor of New
York. He held office from 1974 to 1977.

21. The popular and proudly Jewish mayor Ed Koch, who served from
1978 to 1989, was known for the phras
would ask passers-by while standing on street corners or riding the
Ssubway. Newsday called him the dul ti

22. The erection of the Brooklyn Bridge in 1883 and the Williamsburg
Bridge in 1903 catalyzed a Jewish exodus from the Lower East Side to
SouthsideWi I I i amsburg. Crossing the brid
in search of better living conditions.

More about Jews in New York in  Future Migdal issues
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Nepal Earthquake Recovery Help

On Friday 15 January, having raised £375 through a collection box and
part of the Kol Nidre appeal, a cheque for that amount was presented

to Jeremy Mannino, who through an organisation he set up, Impact
Travel, has been doing much to help Nepal students, at first before last
year 6 s ear t hqu a kit tha codsequental reblildimg.

Jeremy came to thank our Congregation for the cheque and in doing so
explained to those present his role and actions. | include below some
extra details Jeremy passedme. The main recipient
Shubhakamana Academy He explains why.

AWhy this school? Becaug i1t i s s peci &hHubhakaneamal | y
Academy is a wonderful village school set in the Kathmandu Valey,

around 40 minutes from the hustle and bustle of Kathmandu centre.

There are about 200 children on the roll, over 10 classes: aged between 3
and 16. The teachers are incredible; mostly walking to school with their
students, although in recent years, they have also begun to attract

children from slightly further distances and now bus them in!!

Their facilities are very modest - bare brick
e a8 classrooms with no electricity or running water.
- ) B Their Management Committee has attracted
. SIS IAAARE SASSE funding and they are in process of building a 3
| storey school across the muddy track - this may
| well be finished for the summer .

Impact Travel, and me personally, have been involved with the
Shubhakamana community for over 10 years now. Three Head teachers
have come and gone during this time, but their aspirational outlook and
vision for education has remained consistent. They have the children at
the heart of everythingtheydo. | mpact 6s i nvol vement
supporting them with annual Teaching projects. Each summer, a group of
UK students are involved in delivering English lessons to Shubhakamana
students for a week. The students have come from a variety of schools
and they always talk about this experience as being the highlight in their
journey. What makes this experience so special for everyone isthat it is a
genuine two-way process. The school children at Shubhakamanalook
forward to a week of challenging English lessons and creative activities, as
well as to developing friendships with young people from the UK; and
from their humbling experience, our students learn to appreciate so much
what they have, their families, resources and education.

10



The students work in teams, getting to
know the children from the school; and the
teaching experience helps them to get to
know who they are too!

After embedding this cultural exchange and
developing a great working relationship
with the school, it became clear they could
really benefit from a School Hall. This was
something the school was desperately short of. In fact it became their

d r e a Bréam became reality after three years of fund-raising and the
school hall was finally born! This meant assemblies, conpetitions, drama
productions & gatherings were possible during the monsoon season!

4 The Grand opening was a wonderful occasion
% with members of the communit y attending.

¥ Once the Impact Hall had become part of

~ everyday life at Shubhakamana, Impact then

1# funded a library and took several thousand books
L4 as astart. This is still growing to this day.

And then we had our epiphany, the Impact Foundation was born. Impact
Foundation was formed to make a freal difference in in the com munitya.
We wanted to help parents, the school and the young people. We knew
that if we wanted to make a difference, it would mean supporting the
poorest of families so they can send their children t o school without fear

of rejection. We knew this would enable the poorest and most vulnerable
members of the community to lead better lives , day by day, with the
added hopes and dreamst hat t heir c¢hi | drlifethens
out of abject poverty. We also knew we could enable t he school to employ
the best teachers around to deliver the best possible schooling. Aimpact
Foundationo currently sponsors 20 children and their families. For £240
per child per year we are able to pay for school fees, library fees, ID card,
exam fees, uniform and school books. Every summer, we deliver in person
the paymenttotheschool, i nviting a sponsored
receive the Scholarship Statement

The pr o g r a nbenefi are: (1) the school gets the fees it needs to
develop their curriculum, pay the staff w ell and attract more children; (2)
the families can send their children to school without fear of costs,
knowing they are getting an amazing education; (3) the children benefit
from a diverse curriculum and an annual cultural exchange, as well as
most importantly getting an amazing start in life. 0
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The Invention of  Hollywood

The piece below by Leslie Firth is based onNeilGa bl er 6 s book "An .
own. How the Jews invented Hollywood", which he recommends.

At the turn of the last century, the Jews in Eastern Europe were suffering
desperately. fear of Cossacks, the enmity of Russian politics and the
unbal anced att i ttetlsoenade dewishlpeopleasulnerablefioS
the pogroms. When the exodus began 2,500,000 left for more reasonable
homelands; of this number 2,000,000 fled by many means to America.

At the beginning Hollywood was just a dream, away from the nightmare
from which they came. Amongst this monster number we will i dentify some
of the major players who came from the old country within a radius of 500
miles. Eventually they would all live within a radius of 15 miles.

They jumped at opportunities, took colossal risks and in time accumulated

great wealthand power.It 6 s sai d that for 10 year :
highest paid executive in the world. There were:

* Carl Laemmlg born in Laupheim, South West Germany, immigrated at

16, the elder statesman, he owned Universal Studios opened in 1912,

* Adolf Zucker, born in Risce, left orphanage for the States at 16, first

fortune was from fox furs, then opened and owned Paramount Studios;

* Harry Warner built up Warner Brothers Studios with his three brothers.

* Louis Mayer, Sam Goldwyn & William Fox created studios in their name.

The motion Picture industry, not yet countenanced by the Gentile moneyed

elite, who kept Jews and other undesirables outofthe ir e spect abl e 0
loftier, commercial ventures, was custom-tailored for these men. Moreover,

i n the i ndust ingtheatres amd paoducing film ®ddenat

require a large capital investment, a fact that enabled these adventurous

men to pursue gold. Since most of the Hollywood Jews worked in the retail

fashion industry, they had an understanding of public taste.

Increasingly, the quest for financial success wasnot the sole motivat or for

Hol |l ywood Jews. I n their effort to di
failures, these men waged war on their heritage. n To escape t hei
fate meant escaping from the past. o
old-home customs, language, accent and tradition. To escape their

tradition, they espoused a new style, an American style! Louis B. Meyer

went so far as IhdepemmdénaeiDay, 4Alahe as hicbath s

date! It is evident that the underlying force propelling these Jews int o the
motion-picture industry was the need for acceptance. Above all, Hollywood

Jews desred to be regarded as Americans, not Jews.
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Within the studio and on the screen, the Jews could simply create a new
country, an empire where they would not only be adm itted, but would
govern as well, an empire built in the image of America. They would create
its values and myths, its traditions and archetypes. It would be an America
where fathers were strong, families stable, and people attractive, resilient,
resourceful and decent.

This was their America and its invention may be their own most enduring
legacy.| ndeed these men created AAmMeri cac
the strong, the wholesome, the honourable, the upright, the incor ruptible
and the understanding, but definitely not Jewish. The studios were
managed by Jews, but the films were mostly devoid of anything Jewish.
The occasional Jewish characters in their films were often portrayed by
Christian actors and Jews changed their names to obscure ethnic affiliation.
Remember, Louis Goldwyn was born Goldfische, Lauren Bacall Betty
Perske Eddie Cantor /sidore Kaminsky, Tony Curtis Bernard Schwatz,
Shelley Winters Shirley Shrift, Danny Kaye Daniel Kaminsky, Laurence
Harvey Larushka Mischa Skikne Edward G Robnson Emmanuel Goldberg
leaving the G in to remind him.

Although the Jewish movie moguls rarely kept kosher and seldom went to
synagogue, they d i dgtop being Jews. Assimilation often simply meant
acquiring symbols of wealth and success, such asmembership of country
club, the breeding of thoroughbred race horses, compulsive gambling and
sexual high jinks in Las Vegas and Havanna, season tickets at the opera
and palatial mansions on both coasts. And while producers were Jewish,
the earliest cameras, projectors and lighting equipment and then sound as
well as raw film stock, wer e developed primarily by non-Jewish inventors,
of whom Edison was a pioneer as early as1888. The same canbe said of
those artists who were first to create film s with true narrative content. So
perhapsJ e ws d i dthdlywood, bt they came to dominate it. Today
we can mention Spielberg and Weinstein and the retired chief executive of
the Disney Corporation, Michael Eisner, as modern day pillars of the art.

The Hollywood Jews succeeded in promulgating the fiction of America by

idealising and glorifying its every cliché and truism. They created a lordly

image and impressed it on the nat i o&tdohse wor | d 6 sAmenmsang i n &
values came to be defined largely by the films the Jews made; by creating

their idealised America on the screen, the Jews reinvented the country in

the image of theirfiction. | t 6 s s ai d s ardqgaintessertialy f i | m
American, yet those who created them were not. Indeed while Ameri cans
embraced their work, Hollywood Jews remained outsiders.
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